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Q U I E T  W O R L D S
SOLO EXHIBITIONS HAVE BEEN STACKING UP FOR ALISON PERCY, WHOSE CALM PAINTINGS CAPTURE 

THE LYRICISM OF THE NATURAL WORLD. ANNIE TONKIN WRITES.

The paintings of Alison Percy are almost lyrical in their composition, with 
the reoccurring theme of the landscape permeating her output. Her stun-
ning brushwork and use of colour flow together to capture the natural 
world with an aesthetic that is reminiscent of a Japanese style.

Alison allows herself to become immersed in the Australian landscape, 
often painting en plein air. In the words of the artist, “I find inspiration in 
the land that surrounds me. I’m captivated by our expansive, Australian 
high country and its subtle shifts in colour.” Although she would once lis-
ten to slow, quiet music to calm her while she worked, Alison now prefers 
the sounds of the natural world. “I find myself content to mostly work in 
silence to hear the birds and the world going on around me, becoming 
totally immersed in my painting.”

Alison has been working in the creative industries all her life: as a 
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1 Alison Percy, Along Pretty Valley Track. 
Gouache on paper en plein air, 50.8 x 61cm.

2 Alison Percy, Bogong High Plains Sunrise. 
Acrylic on linen, 121.9 x 152.4cm.

3 Alison Percy, Along Bogong High Plains Road. 
Acrylic on linen, 156 x 207cm. 

4 Alison Percy painting in her studio. 

5 Alison Percy, Rocky Valley Lake 1. Gouache on 
paper en plein air with Tasmanian oak frame, 
50.8 x 61cm.

6 Alison Percy, Roper’s Lookout. Acrylic on linen, 
109.5 x 152.4cm.

COURTESY: THE ARTIST

graphic designer, an interior design consultant, an illustrator and a callig-
rapher. However, after a 24-year hiatus from painting, Alison found herself 
wanting to pick up a paintbrush again. It wasn’t until 2013 that she really 
found her stride. “In 2013 I started life drawing again,” she says. “This be-
gan a huge shift in my creative journey from design to following my artistic 
practice.” It was only two years later – in May 2015 – that she had her first 
solo exhibition. They have been stacking up ever since. “The pace hasn’t 
slowed down. I’m loving the journey, with another solo exhibition coming 
up in November and a joint exhibition in May 2019,” she says. 

In order to avoid being distracted by her neverending projects, Alison cap-
tures moments and places to come back to – a catalogue of inspiration for fu-
ture use. “I have numerous folders of images earmarked for future exhibitions 
for when the time is right. I’m not in a hurry, I’m enjoying the journey.”
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