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UPTO 200 trucks will make
a procession along the Old
Hume Freeway on April 16
as part of the Crawlin’ the
Hume road run.
Vehicles will start at
Campbellfield in the early
morning before reaching
Benalla by about 10.30am.
Glenrowan,Wangaratta,
Chiltern, Barnawartha and
Wodonga will all see the
line of trucks on their way
to finishing at Albury.

HIGHWAY’S
TRUCK RUN

THE future of the ABC in
regional areas will be the
focus of a public forum at
The Cube, Wodonga from
5.30pmThursday.

After a spate of funding
cuts, a major question mark
revolves around whether an
annual $20 million allow-
ance will be renewed.

The event, hosted by ABC
Friends, will feature speak-
ers including National Party
Senator Bridget McKenzie,
Indi MP Cathy McGowan
and Farrer Greens candidate
Amanda Cohn.

ABC Friends national
spokesmanRanald Macdon-
ald, a former editor-in-chief
ofThe Age, said it was impor-
tant to push for a restoration
of 25 per cent funding cut
since 1985.

“If cost-cutting continues
to shift scarce resources, staff
and decisions to Sydney, the
ABC is ceasing to be the vital
national institution forwhich
it has developed the trust of
Australians,” he said.

“Through continuous
budget reductions over dec-
ades, the ABC is becoming
unable to meet its legislated
charter obligations.”

Future of
the ABC
in focus
at forum

Percy models art on natural forms
ALBURY designer Alison
Percy will host her second
solo art exhibition in Albury
in April.

Percy’s selected works,
including landscape, floral
and figurative paintings and
drawings, form the exhibi-
tion, Recent Works by Alison
Percy, at Boom Boom Wine

Bar + Eatery in Amp Lane
from April 19 until May 15.

Percy said she was in-
spired by a curiosity of her
surroundings, in nature and
in the human form.

Her artworks are formed
using ink, soft pastel, char-
coal, acrylic and watercolour
onto canvas and paper.

“The work takes on a lay-
ered, reflective journey with
intuitive use ofmarkmaking,
fluid line and colour,” Percy
said.

Percy has now focused on
her artwork after a career
of more than three decades
in graphic design, interior
design consulting, account

management and tutoring at
Wodonga TAFE.

She developed a love of
life drawing as a visual arts
student in the 1980s.

"I still see the human
figure as a landscape and
working with inks and water-
colour represent this image
well," she said.

An Artist in Conversation
event will be held at Boom
Boom on Tuesday, April 19,
from 6pm until 8pm. The
event price includes char-
cuterie boards and a glass of
wine or beer on arrival.

Book tickets at www.ali-
sonpercydesigner.com.au.

– JODIE BRUTON

GOING SOLO: Alison Percy will share her second solo exhibition during April after a successful exhibition, FROM LIFE: the figure, in mid-2015.

Dispute turned to violence
VANESSA Patricia Erd-
man got sick of being the
victim and so headbutted
her neighbour, giving her a
blood nose.

Albury Local Court heard
this week how Erdman, 21,
had been in a long-running
dispute with the victim.

But prosecutor Sergeant
Rowen Harris said this was
the first time where the de-
fendant had not been the
victim herself.

Magistrate Michael
Cromptom asked the un-
represented Erdman, now

of Wodonga, if she had an-
ything she would like to put
to him regarding the charge
of assault occasioning actual
bodily harm.

“There is nothing I
would like to say,” she said
in response.

Mr Crompton said that
regardless of what had hap-
pened in the past, “this is a
serious offence”.

Erdman pleaded guilty to
the charge and was convict-
ed andplacedon a 12-month
good behaviour bond.

Mr Crompton was told

in facts handed to the court
how the victim had lived in
a flat in Prune Street, Laving-
ton, for the couple of weeks
leading up to the assault.

The victim had been
charged on September 17
with intimidation and as-
sault matters in relation

to incidents against Erd-
man’s partner.

The victimwas released on
bail that stipulated she could
not contact theman.

About 9am the next day,
the victim moved her car to
those allocated for two other
units in what police said was

a clear attempt “to aggravate
the accused”.

Erdman left her unit and
demanded that the victim
move her car, which she
eventually did though she
parked on the street instead.

For unknown reasons,
the defendant and victim
became verbally abusive to
each other in the middle of
the communal driveway.

Erdman stood face-to-face
with the victim then head-
butted her to the nose, which
was left bloodied.

The defendant’s mother

and sister then arrived and
there was a further exchange
of abuse.

Police got to the scene 20
minutes later to see the vic-
tim, who was loud and abu-
sive, pacing up and down the
driveway with bloodstains
on her shirt.

She demanded that Erd-
man be charged, then be-
came abusive to police and
refused to answer questions.

Erdman’s partner accused
the victim of cutting wiring
on hismotorcycle, which she
denied in a police interview.

‘‘This is a serious offence
Albury magistrate Michael Crompton to Vanessa Patricia
Erdman, who headbutted her neighbour
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